SYLLABUS 2015-2016								   COURSE TITLE: Journalism (36 weeks)
INSTRUCTOR: Tim O’Donnell							         EMAIL: todonnell@wusd.k12.ca.us
Student Requirements: 
a. Self-directed Learners: Students in this class must be able to learn the skill of setting and meeting deadlines, interviewing, writing and editing – all which happen at a self-directed pace. Students feel successful completing a story and doing it on time and without error.
b. Critical Thinkers and Problem-Solvers: Students will need to synthesize multiple sources into one well-rounded article. They will need to analyze how best to cover a story and write it up, setting goals to make sure all aspects of a story are handled.
c. Effective-Communicators: Naturally, a class in journalism is ALL about communicating in a clear, concise, effective way. Being in the class also involves interviewing skills.
d. Responsible Citizens: This class stresses the need for teamwork and responsibility. Should a student fail to meet the class deadline, it is the whole class and paper that suffers in addition to the individual grade.
e. Collaborative Workers: In journalism class, the whole class is working together to produce a product. Should one person fail to do his/her part, the newspaper will fail.

Course Goals:
Students who take the RCHS journalism class will:
· Develop a comprehensive understanding of the news and news media.
· Produce well-written, informative articles in all genres of newspaper/website production.
· Be able to manipulate software using Photoshop as well as understanding principles of effective photography.
· Submit articles to newspaper publications and maintain school website.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS:
1. This class is unlike most classes on RCHS. You will be performing various tasks as a representative of the RCHS journalism department. While in class and on assignment you must conduct yourself in a mature, professional manner. Various privileges will be suspended if unable to conduct yourself responsibly.
2. We will be performing various tasks on the computers virtually on a daily basis. Let me remind you of the computer use agreement from the student handbook. All activities on the school computers must be appropriate and focused on the specific task at hand. Do not conduct your personal business during class time. Loss of class privileges, detention, and a referral to the VP are applied consequences as appropriate.
3. Attendance at School/Community Events. You will also be required to attend at least two after-school or weekend events per 9 weeks. We need journalists to be eyewitnesses as the students of RCHS make history each year! 
4. The RCHS journalism class participates in the High School Journalism Initiative that publishes our student’s work in The Breeze. This program provides one paid internship per year, hosts an annual awards banquet, and is a great opportunity to network with real professional journalists. Meetings are held monthly at the SacBee located at 2100 Q St. in Midtown Sacramento, usually the third Thursday, from 4-6 pm. Exact meeting dates will be provided as soon as they are finalized. Editors agree to attend one meeting per term and provide their own transportation to and from.   
5. Daily Classroom Procedures Please observe the following classroom rules in addition to all school rules:

· Be respectful to all people and property
· Refrain from disruptive language
· Come to class prepared with all materials
· Come into class quietly, remove your backpack and be ready to work at the tardy bell

Failure to comply with these rules will result in consequences such as, but not limited to, teacher/parent conferences, after-school detention and/or office referral. Please remain aware of all classroom rules (stated or otherwise understood). Behavior problems disrupt the educational process.  Stopping instruction to deal with issues resulting from negative behaviors cannot occur.  Please show yourself and others respect by conducting yourself accordingly.


Please bring the materials everyday:
· In-Class Journal—You will keep all of your written assignments for this class in this journal. It will be collected regularly.
· Reporter’s Notebook—Steno style. Will be provided.
· Pencils and pens—use only blue or black ink for regular work
· Highlighters—Three colors
· Sticky Notes—Multi-colored are best 

Course of Study Our Journalism class will focus on 5 main areas: News Reporting; Writing, Editing, & Style; Photography; Design; and Leadership & Teambuilding. All lessons for this class are aligned to Common Core Standards. A list of the topics we will be covering follows. Each unit will take one to three weeks. Writing and teambuilding curriculum will be integrated into all units.
1. 
2. What is news?
3. Student Press Law
4. Reporting 
5. How to interview, ask good questions & recording/note-taking
6. Photography for non-photographers
7. Caption writing
8. Lead Writing
9. Inverted Pyramid news writing
10. AP Style & copyediting
11. Feature writing
12. Opinion writing - editorials, reviews, columns/blogs
13. Sports writing
14. Headline writing
15. Publication design


Key Assignments:
Current Events Portfolio
Article Submissions
Reporter’s Notebook/Interview Transcript
Assignment Journal
Photography

Assessment methods and/or tools:
· Current Events Portfolio					20%
· Story submissions (long term)				35%Journalism Portfolio

· In class work/assignments/quizzes and tests		30%
· Class/Production Participation/Event Attendance	15%	










EQUIPMENT CHECK OUT
Students and their parent/guardians will be responsible for the repair and /or replacement of any equipment checked out by the student that is lost, stolen or damaged.  While it is possible to successfully complete journalism assignments with an inexpensive point and shoot digital camera, the class does have a nicer camera for student use that does result in better quality images.  As a parent myself, I can completely understand not wanting to accept the responsibility for the student to use equipment valued upwards of $700.  I will only give the student the equipment you wish.  So, I need to know which levels of equipment you are willing to accept responsibility for. At the end of this syllabus, please check which pieces of equipment you are comfortable having your student responsible for and return to me ASAP.

Rules for camera use include: 

1. Must wear neck strap at all times. 
2. No personal photos. 
3. Must be returned following day or before leaving school (depending on when it is being used) 
4. Being financially responsible for the camera if dropped or damaged. 
5. No letting friends use the camera or leave it unattended. They alone are responsible for the camera while it is in their possession.


Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns as the term progresses.  The best way is by email: todonnell@wusd.k12.ca.us



Print Student Name:_________________________________________________________________________________
I have read the above course outline and classroom rules.  I understand that I am responsible for following the rules of this classroom as well as the policies of the school as a whole, subject to the disciplinary decisions of the instructor or administrator. I also understand that student journalists are required to periodically attend before and after school activities as outlined in the syllabus. 


X_________________________________________________________________________________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE										Date

Parents/Guardians:
Please mark the equipment that you will allow your student to check out and be responsible for.

________ Canon EOS Rebel T5 with lens and camera bag- full replacement cost is $550.00
________ Telephoto Lens 70-200mm cost is $700
________ Nikon CoolPix S4300 (and equivalent) cost is $143
________ I DO NOT want my student to use school cameras




I have reviewed the course outline and classroom rules with my student.

Parent Name:_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________________________________
Email Address:________________________________________
Preferred method of contact:____________________________
Best time to call:______________________________________


X_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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